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Bald, Black and Bold in China

My first day in Suzhou, my expensive hair
clippers broke. That’s the day the strug-
gle began. One of the first priorities was
finding a hair salon, but | soon discov-
ered just how difficult of a feat this is.

The first time | set foot in a hair salon, not only
did the hairdressers refuse to cut my hair, but
they also laughed me out of the establish-
ment. Oh jeez..what a terrible experience!

During my second expedition to a beauty sa-
lon, | ran into a CLS classmate, Nick, who rec-
ommended a local barbershop. Later that day,
| followed his advice and went there to try it
out. As | cautiously entered the barbershop,
| thought: “Could this be the one? Alright,
Shirley, act cool. Use your best Chinese and
they’re sure to help you out.” As | walked in,
| politely said, “Good evening, | am in need
of a haircut. Please cut it as short as possi-
ble, just like in this picture. My friend said it
is 25 RMB a haircut. Is that alright?” The dour
Chinese hairdresser quickly replied, “Sure.”

However, the man had never encountered
such different hair texture before, and thus
had no idea how to proceed. He continued
to pretend that he knew what he was doing.

Needless to say, my hair and the picture |
originally presented looked nothing alike. |
carefully planned out https://www.facebook.
com/photo.php?fbid=2095187301004&se

Everyone sees my short hair and assumes that
itiseasyto cut. Ittakesskilland trainingtolearn
how to cut different textures of hair. Although
inAmericaitisalsodifficult tofind theright bar-
ber, itisdamnnearimpossibletodosoin China.

After my haircut, | rushed to the apartment
and looked at myself in the mirror. | was ap-
palled at the sight before me, as | examined
every angle of my head. | couldn’t decide
whether to laugh or cry. In a moment of great
exhaustion and weakness, | grabbed a razor
and some baby oil and did the dirty work my-
self. For the first time in my life, | had a bald-
head. | was bold, bald, and black in China.

Now that | had completed my transforma-
tion, the question became: how do | main-
tain my new form? | spent many weeks
critically thinking about how to solve this
problem, when one day | ran into Jar-
ed who coincidentally also had a shaved
head. | thought my problems were solved!

| was on a mission. The first chance that |
had, | cornered Jared and began my interro-
gation. | complimented him on his hairstyle
and then quickly got to the point. “So...where
did you get your hair cut?” He then lowered
his head in shame and confessed the dark
truth; “lI went to a barber shop where they
cut it pretty short. Then, | shaved it myself.”

Living in China is tough for everybody, espe-

cially a black woman, but it's made easier
by sharing difficult experiences with friends.

Shirley Naa-kowaa Ama Martey
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Final Note
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