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. X Dear Readers,
Inside this Issue:

Thank you for reading our Newsletter Committee’s “Knowing Guangzhou.” This newsletter col-
EERED 2 lects the essays and photos of our students within the 2014 Critical Language Scholarship Pro-
S H iz gram in Guangzhou. These essays and images show our enriching and colorful experiences in
Guangzhou. The newsletter’s contents reflect that our students not only hard work, but also face
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many adventures while exploring Guangzhou. Our program is already half way over, but there are
2 8335 5) still many new experiences to be had! We hope that every one will continue to study hard, and
Wl iATIR S 7 continue to experience Guangzhou!
- The Newsletter Committee President, Kelli Hogue
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CLS students eat Hot Pot
together with their language

partners to celebrate Ameri—

can Independence Day.
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An Unforgettable, Special Day: One Chinese Language Partner’s Experience

By: Rachel Deason

On July 4™, we CLS Guangzhou students went with our teachers and language partners to Hai Di Lao hot
pot restaurant for a special dinner party. Zheng Yufei (Phoebe), one of our beloved language partners, spoke with
me about her experience that day. She would like to express her thanks to all of us CLS students. She said, “This is
our [Chinese language partners] first time celebrating Independence Day. Celebrating America’s birthday with
Americans in China and seeing their excitement is a very special and interesting experience for us language part-
ners. | believe this is an unforgettable day for 2014.”

In order to get good idea of a Chinese person’s level of understanding towards American Independence
Day, | asked Yufei several questions. Our conversation is recorded below.

Rachel: How do you think Americans typically celebrate July 4™?
Yufei: My guess is eating together as a family.

Rachel: You could say that...In America, we typically eat specific Independence Day foods, just like how we eat
turkey on Thanksgiving. What do you think we eat on July 4™?

Yufei: Pie?

Rachel: No. Something that is well suited to summer...
Yufei: Ice cream?

Rachel: No.

Yufei: Watermelon?

Rachel: Yes!

Yufei: | remember that day when we were waiting for tables at Hai Di Lao, the servers brought out some water-

melon and everyone was super excited!

| told her that on July 4™ we typically have barbecues and eat corn. After eating, we watch fireworks.
From our conversation | realized that she had little prior knowledge about
American Independence Day, not knowing how best to celebrate it. | feel
very personally honored to have had this opportunity to share my experi-

ence as an American with her.
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The servers at the Hot Pot restaurant help us
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CLS student and the elementary

4
school students chat, draw, and I

get to know one another.
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“You’re awesome!” CLS students §

and the elementary students

take a photo together. &8
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CLS Student Maya Little finds that she and

her new friend have some similar inter-
ests— they both love watching basketball!
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CLS Students Celebrate U.S. Independence Day, Participate in
Community Service Activity

By: Anna Mack

On July 4™ 2014, Guangzhou Critical Language Scholarship Students participated in a community
service activity at Guangzhou Experimental Rehabilitation School to celebrate U.S. Independence
Day. Upon arriving at Guangzhou Experimental Rehabilitation School, we attended an orientation
where we were introduced to Xinhai Social Service Center’s mission and goals, in addition to the
afternoon’s schedule.

After the orientation ended, we divided into small groups and eagerly entered the student’s class-
rooms. Each CLS student paired with a Guangzhou Experimental Rehabilitation School student.
After introducing ourselves, we drew maps of our home countries and wrote down ten positive
qualities we saw in our partner. In doing so, we fulfilled Xinhai Social Service Center’s mission of
“giving heartfelt support.”

Finally, all of the CLS students and Guangzhou Experimental Rehabilitation School teachers and vol-
unteers took a picture together. Afterwards we shared our impressions of and experiences with our
new friends.

Allin all, it was a very meaningful day. Given that we rarely come into contact with China’s disability
communities and that our understanding of China’s persons’ with disabilities situation is quite lim-
ited, our time at Guangzhou Experimental Rehabilitation School gave us all a long-lasting impres-

sion.

Through this community service experience, we learned that students at Guangzhou Experimental
Rehabilitation School are quite exceptional. We are all very glad to have had the opportunity to
make friends with them and to recognize the importance of seeking out opportunities to service
marginalized communities.
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CLS classmates learn about
the history and goals of the
elementary school before

meeting with the students.
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CLS student Alex Vanier takes a
photo outside of Zhu Miao Temple.
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Llangyuan Bridge. Liangyuan was

built in 154BC. It has a long, inter-
esting history and is one of China’s

four exemplary gardens. This Fo-
shan landmark is a must-see!
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Foshan is home to Guangdong
Province’s largest Cantonese
Opera Museum. Here is a stone
mask displayed within the muse-

um.
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CLS Students go to a restaurant in
Little Africa to try some African

cuisine.
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