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FETRM A E ROZIE R 6] & - {7 )1] / Tips for Living in Suzhou by Cameron Hickert
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We have now been in Suzhou for two weeks. We have learned
much here already, including a better understanding of this
place. Suzhou is located in China’s East, in the province of
Jiangsu, not far from Shanghai. The population is about
4,000,000. Yevgen, a graduate student from the University of
Chicago, last weekend took advantage of this proximity to
Shanghai by going there to take the U.S. State Department’s
Foreign Service Exam.

CLS students at Suzhou are at two different campuses: Gusu and
Dushuhu. The Gusu students believe the Gusu campus is much
better than the Dushuhu campus, and we imagine that some Dushuhu students feel the same way. The Gusu
campus is inside of Suzhou, so we are not far from a lot of excitement. For example, we take Shiquan Jie every
day to get from our hotel to the classroom. This street has many different restaurants, convenience stores,
shops, and supermarkets. At this place, as well as throughout other parts of Suzhou, our experiences have
taught us much. Below, we have written a sampling of this knowledge:

When in Class:
1) Don’t eat! Eating in class is a part of American, not Chinese, culture.
2) Write down words you don’t recognize, so you can study them later.
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3) Use body movements to help you remember homework dialogues. For some people, it is easier to
remember body movements than words.

4) Write new grammar structures so you can later conveniently review them. Generally speaking, it is best
to use a notebook.

5) Listen to your classmates’ mistakes so you can avoid making the same faults.

When in Everyday Life:

1) Speak with Suzhou locals; it is a great way to practice, and also is very interesting.
2) Study at different places, so you can explore more of Suzhou.

3) Only drink boiled water.

4) Be careful when crossing streets; cars do not give pedestrians the right-of-way.

5) Enjoy Chinese culture; watch Chinese television and listen to Chinese music.

EHMNEIE—NER - ZEHE / Our First Weekend in Suzhou by Megan Marcellin
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Our first weekend in Suzhou, we had the opportunity to explore
Suzhou and walk around the campus of Suzhou University. A few CLS
students went to see the Lion Forest Garden and Tiger Hill. First, we
asked the hotel staff the best way to get to The Lion Forest Garden.
The staff is very helpful and gave us a very helpful, free map of
Suzhou! Then it was time to start checking out Suzhou. We got a taxi,
and talked to our taxi driver as we rode. We all loved the chance to
practice speaking Chinese.

After 20 minutes in the cab, we saw the Lion Forest Garden. This
garden is one of many famous gardens in Suzhou. The Lion Forest
Garden is very beautiful, and has both large rocks and large ponds.
The 10,000 person rock is one of the most beautiful and most famous features of the
Garden.

- DB

Because we had heard about the famous Tiger Hill, on Sunday we decided to go see it. Why is it called Tiger
Hill? Lots of people say it’s because a white tiger went to guard the King’s tomb after his burial. Tiger Hill has
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lots of famous places, and the most famous is the Yunnan Pagoda. The Pagoda is very similar to the Leaning
Tower of Pisa. We are really excited to continue exploring Suzhou!

(BEMKY — FKH / Midnight Hair by Norine McKee
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Last Saturday, some CLS students went to Guangian Jie’s movie
theater to watch a horror movie called “Midnight Hair.” We
were curious about Chinese movie theaters and didn’t know
what to expect. After buying our tickets, we entered an
enormous auditorium. Unlike American movie theaters, no
trailers played, the movie simply began. The first shot was of a
frightening old house, then two small boys playing with a red
string and singing. We saw an old woman say, “Never brush
your hair at midnight, or else the ghost will come!” Scary stuff.

The film followed a young couple moving into a former
orphanage. The wife was pregnant and the husband had grown
up in the orphanage. Soon they discovered that the house had a
terrible secret...

It was a very interesting experience. We learned how to say
“ghost” and “mystery,” and saw some Chinese movie-viewing
habits (for example, many people answered their phones and
sent texts). Most importantly, we all had a lot of fun.
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“Midnight Hair’s plot was deeper than American horror movies’. It was very interesting.” - Megan Marceliin

“Too good! Five out of five stars!” - Cameron Hickert
“Not bad.” - Erik Sutton

“I was terrified!” - Brittany Marien
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HEIEAE: MEEREF3:A! — B / Guihua Park: A Great Place to Work Out! by Christian

Allen
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In the fall of 2012 I studied abroad at Beijing University
(Beida). My classmates and I stayed in the foreign
students’ dorm, so we could go to Beida’s gym to work out.
There we could all use the workout equipment, lift
weights, and go swimming. This was very convenient! This
summer, however, we aren’t living on Soochow
University’s campus; besides, during the summer the
campus gym is closed. So, if we wanted to work out, we
had to find a different place. When I heard that there was a
park near our hotel, [ was very excited!

Guihua Park is very pretty, and what’s more, getting there
quite easy. If you want to go, first leave the hotel, and then
turn right onto the street. Walk forward about a half
kilometer, and then turn left onto Zhuhui road. Cross the
street, and then walk forward a bit. The park will then be
on your right.  hope you enjoy Guihua Park!
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RE—WFAHPERNFT — /2= / My First Time Using A Chinese Toilet by Theresa Ho
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Hello everyone!

My name is Theresa. I am a second year college student and this is my first time in China. When [ was in
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America I always heard scary stories about the “squat toilets.” Everyone told me to bring wet wipes, hand
sanitizers, and toilet paper. Toilet paper was a must. The things that people told me were kind of true. I am
super afraid of the squat toilets because I didn’t want to pee on my pants nor did [ want to fall into the squat
toilet. My experience with the squat toilet came too soon, but [ was ready. | had my toilet paper, wet wipes, and
hand sanitizer.

As I walked into the restrooms, [ saw the squat toilet. It smelled funny and [ was petrified. The first toilet was
dirty. The second toilet was cleaner but was still gross. [ was scared to use it but [ had to. As soon as I started to
squat [ knew I couldn’t do it. I felt like [ was wobbling and was terrified to come out looking like | peed in my
pants. | was wearing short pants, so I decided to just take off my pants and hold it as [ squat. It was a petrifying
experience. Well, for the next 2 months, I can practice using the squat toilets!

#B|FEM A — = / Making Friends in China by Tommy Giordano
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The best way to practice your Chinese
is to chat with locals. Chinese people in

general think that Americans are very

interesting and like to talk with foreigners. Many people in Suzhou speak the local dialect, which is difficult to

understand; however, most students that you encounter will speak Mandarin. Therefore, while on campus, you
can make friends with Chinese students by the dozen!

Chinese people are curious about Americans and they usually have many questions to ask travelers. You should
first introduce yourself by telling a new acquaintance where you are from, how long you have been studying
Chinese, and what you are studying as your major. Then, your acquaintance will certainly be interested in
having a conversation with you and becoming your friend. You should ask what type of activities your friend
enjoys. If you have a common hobby, you can spend time getting to know each other better while improving
your Chinese! Proper manners are very important to Chinese people. When you receive compliments, you must
respond politely with, “You are too polite! You have given me too much praise!”
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