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“TF L B BHE 2 348 1 8] K BR“— “Time Flies When You’re Having Fun”
-# & Bi/—Thomas Huang
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“Time flies when you’re having fun,” having fun learning and exploring Chinese Culture
thatis! These two months have gone by in the blink of an eye and the program is
coming to an end. It is about that time that we reflect back on all the memorable
moments we have had together in Suzhou. From exploring local gardens and our very
own campus, to traveling and bargaining, each cultural experience only ever increases
our desire to learn more Chinese.

Besides learning Chinese and being able to explore many aspects of Chinese culture, |
really enjoyed meeting such an amazing and diverse group of future global decision
makers who | am privileged to call my friends. Each person brought a unique
perspective to the program and everyone’s personalities seemed to click very well.
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All of this could not have been possible without this amazing program. Thank you to all
the hardworking people who helped put together this program. Thank you to the
teachers for being so patient with us. Thank you to our language partners for practicing
Chinese with us on a one-on-one basis every day. Thank you Soochow University for
having us. Thank you Jia Lao Shi for being a great Resident Director. Thank you Ohio
State University for choosing such a fitting city and partner school. Most importantly,
thank you U.S. State Department for allowing American students the great opportunity
to study in China.

7 MHE 44 B EAR—Suzhou’s Famous Gardens
-3 I A— Norine McKee
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If you come to Suzhou, you
must visit Suzhou’s four most
famous gardens: Master of
Nets Garden, Lion Grove
Garden, Lingering Garden and
Humble Administrator’s
Garden. Why? Because these
four gardens are Suzhou’s
most  characteristic ~ scenic
locations, as well as UNESCO
World Heritage Locations.
According to  UNESCO,
Suzhou’s gardens are the world’s most perfected gardening art form, expressing the development
two thousand years of Chinese landscape gardening.
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Master of Nets Garden was constructed in the Song Dynasty. The simple lives of the fishermen
in poetry inspired an ancient government official to construct this beautiful garden. Very close to
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our hotel, this garden has traditional performances every evening: dancers, Suzhou’s kunqu opera,
and musical performers. This is a very peaceful garden, far less crowded than the others.
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Lion Grove Garden was constructed by a Zen Buddhist monk, and its most famous characteristic
is its many stones that resemble lions. These stones are faihu stones, very Suzhou-specific,
porous stones harvested from Suzhou’s Dongting Mountain. If you visit this garden, be careful:
you must climb many slippery stone steps.
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Lingering Garden’s beautiful pavilions, flowers and trees are world-renowned. It was originally
called “East Garden,” and was a favorite of many magistrates because of its spectacular green
bamboo groves and Scholar Stones. It is located very close to Changmen Gate.
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Humble Administrator’s Garden is expansive, beautiful and has classical architecture. It’s also
Suzhou’s most famous garden. This garden is closely related to China’s celebrated literary work,
The Dream of the Red Chamber: many people believe that the famous garden in the book is
based on the Humble Administrator’s Garden. If you want to visit China’s most culturally
significant garden, Humble Administrator’s Garden is a definite “must-go” destination.

FRMI K2 —Soochow University
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Soochow University is located in the ancient town of Suzhou, also called "Paradise on Earth".
Everyday I, along with my classmates, attend the most beautiful university in China. Because we
attend class everyday, this place has become extremely important and influential in our lives.
Soochow University is one of Jiangsu Provinces’ key universities. It has grown from the former
Soochow University founded in 1900. Today, this university has three campuses and over 39,000
students.

Every morning, | enjoy the beautiful sights of this campus. &%
Because the weather in the morning is more comfortable and
the campus is very peaceful, every morning elders do Tai...
After class, I can relax in the campus’ many gardens and &%
complete my homework. Soochow University professors are js
all the best. They all care about their students and helping
them to improve their language skills. While they are our
teachers, they are also our friends. We often have
discussions, study, and have fun. They help us to understand
Chinese Culture and at the same time we help them to understand American Culture. This
universities sights and employees are all the best! | am so happy to have been able to study
Chinese at Soochow University!

Two months have gone quickly before our eyes and this program is coming to an end.
During this program, we have all had a wonderful experience.
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IR 7258 —James
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While most of our time has been spent in Suzhou (and it's a great city to live and study in,) if
you want to try bartering my personal favorite place that I've been to is Shanghai. For the fourth
weekend of our program we all went to Shanghai to tour and take a mid-program break. One of
the places we visited was a temple.  Outside the temple there were many many shops, that sold
all kinds of different things. | knew that | wanted to buy some gifts for my family and friends,
but I wasn't too sure what to buy, so I began walking around just looking. Many of the shops sold
the same kinds of things, so | just picked a shop that | thought looked good, and began looking at
the merchandise. The saleswoman

tried using English, but after | spoke
to her in Chinese, she told me |
spoke very well, and gave me a
discount. As | was returning
outside to look for food, a Chinese
man spoke spoke to me in English to
get me to buy some
things. Although his English was
pretty good, | was very happy that
as soon as | spoke Chinese with him,
he also began to use Chinese to
barter with me. | felt | was able to
get a good deal, and | thought it was
very good practice. Although I've
bartered since, and my Chinese
continues to improve, this is still my favorite experience bartering in China.

R A RE4 S5 5] 3C—Why I’ll Keep Studying Chinese

-EHBE—Clare
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ar*, Outside, foreign.
hsi' Evening. The radical, No. 36 ; represents

the half moon which appears in the even-

ing. One line is left out of A yiieh, the
moon.

P pe?, A soothsayer, to divine. The 25th radi-

cal. (W.56 A and F.) The divination
is by looking at the veins appearing in a
heated tortoise shell, aud the % pu' repre-
sents a perpendicular and horizontal vein.
# outside, is a diviner, b in the evening
# 1. e, a person must consult the diviner
outside of working hours, before a new day.

shi*, To write, a writing, a book.

H. Y yiel' to speak, is the radical, No. 73. The

®7E

—

mouth O k'ou® exhaling a breath—or a
word ; therefore by extension, emana-
tion, exhalation. A more ancient form
exhibits the breath as forming a cloud
over the mouth (W. 73 A.)

$ yii* A stylus (see No. 7).

While yideh is given as the radical by
Kang Hsi, vet the seal form shows that
historically it is but a contraction for
# ché’, phrase speech, document. (See
No. 270. W. 159 B.) A book & is the
emanation or speech Bl of a pen #.

wo', I, me. Two spears, X ko', pointing to-

wards each other, two rights opposing
each other, and by extension my right,
me. (W.710Q.) 2 isthe radical.
Williams says it is a hand ¥ grasping a
spear, defending my rights, therefore L.

ﬂ, ?% ko', Picture of a spear with a hook or crescent

on top, a crosspiece below and a sword
knot at the handle; the 62nd radical, of
characters relating to spears and wea-
pons generally. (W, 71 F.)

HMEEF Suzhou Gusu Site
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ﬂ men®, Sign of plural in pronouns and other
words indicating persons. The radical is
A, called 3¢ A & or standing man when
written T at the left of a character.

HH mern’®, gate, radical 169, is a picture of a two-
ﬁ leaved gate turning on pivots (hu' F being

a one-leaved door). (W.129C.) Thismay

have been taken to formm the sign of the

plural because itis a door with two leaves.

Our program is drawing to an end, but that does not mean that our Chinese studies are also
drawing to a close. There are a myriad of reasons why we will keep studying Chinese, ranging
from the obvious fact that China has a population of over 1.3 billion people to more
philosophical reasons.

Although Chinese is an important language in the areas of diplomacy and business, as a tonal
language, in my personal opinion, it is also one of the world's most beautiful languages. | came
to this realization after watching an episode of a Chinese program in which a violinist had a
conversation with a woman by playing notes on his violin that corresponded to the tones in
common sentences. The woman was able to guess what the man was trying to say through the
violin and respond accordingly. In this sense, then, Chinese correlates to music.

In addition, as someone whose great-grandparents were British colonizers in India, | feel that
learning Chinese is taking one step to erase British linguistic oppression and right a wrong.
Although the lingua franca status of English means people all over the world can communicate
conveniently, this status is an extension of what Edward W. Said dubbed "Orientalism," or the
idea that the West has traditionally fancied it has philosophical dominance over the East due to
racism and misunderstanding. A world in which we only speak English is one which lacks
equality and is devoid of the wisdom bilingualism imparts.

On another level, for writers, as Costica Bradatan points out in "Born Again in a Second
Language,” on the blog "Opinionator,” in studying another language "Rarely do we get the
chance to observe a more dramatic re-making of oneself. For a writer’s language, far from being
a mere means of expression, is above all a mode of subjective existence and a way of
experiencing the world. She needs the language not just to describe things, but to see them. The
world reveals itself in a certain manner to the Japanese writer, and in quite another to the one
who writes in Finnish. A writer’s language is not just something she uses, but a constitutive part
of what she is. This is why to abandon your native tongue and to adopt another is to dismantle
yourself, piece by piece, and then to put yourself together again, in a different form."
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we woke up tomorrow morning at Gusu Hotel and did not
remember who we were yesterday, last week, last month, last year, the year before that...would
we know who we are? What would our concept of our own identity be? The same logic holds
true for Chinese culture and language. As G.D. Wilder and J.H. Ingram wrote in their
introduction to Analysis of Chinese Characters, first published in 1934, "Writing Chinese
Characters is a task of memory.” In studying Chinese, we are delving into history that some
argue may date back to 6500 B.C. and at least dates back to the oracle bones of the Yin and Zhou
Dynasties. Furthermore, of the world's graphic characters, such as cuneiform, Egyptian
hieroglyphics, and Mayan characters, all but Chinese have disappeared, which makes Chinese all
the more important.

While some Chinese words follow the rebus principle of borrowing or extending characters,
others are pictograms, which illustrate the word, or ideograms, which dept the word's concept. In
studying these pictograms and ideograms, we can understand the evolution of Chinese history,
technology, philosophy, etc. and can truly begin to understand Chinese thought. Furthermore, we
can take the wisdom behind Chinese characters and apply them to modern issues. For example,
¢, zail,which means disaster, is a combination of ‘K. fire, and i, nest. As you can see in
the "nest" character, three baby birds are sitting in a tree. Add fire to the tree, and you have a
disaster. This character still has relevancy today in the clash between humans and the
environment.

Several other examples from Analysis of Chinese Characters are as follows:

ﬂ_ ?" war®, Outside, foreign.

hsi* Evening. The radical, No. 36 ; represents

the half moon which appears in the even-

mg. One line is left out of A yieh, the
moon.

b pe?, A soothsayer, to divine. The 25th radi-

cal. (W.56 A and F.) The divination

is by looking at the veins appearing in a

heated tortoise shell, aud the % pu' repre-

sents a perpendicular and horizontal vein.

# outside, is a diviner, b in the evening

# 1. e, a person must consult the diviner

outside of working hours, before a new day.
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%, ﬁ shr', To write, a writing, a book.
H. Y yiel' to speak, is the radical, No. 73. The

mouth O k'ou® exhaling a breath—or a

- word ; therefore by extension, emana-
tion, exhalation. A more ancient form
exhibits the breath as forming a clond
over the mouth (W. 73 A.)

$ yii* A stylus (see No. 7).
While ydeh is given as the radical by
Kang Hsi, yet the seal form shows that
historically it is but a contraction for
#& che’, phrase speech, document. (See
No. 270. W. 159 B.) A book & is the
emanation or speech B of a pen .

ﬁ ﬁ wo', I, me. Two spears, ¥ ko', pointing to-
' » wards each other, two rights opposing

each other, and by extension my right,
me. (W.710Q.) =2 isthe radical.
Williams says it is a hand ¥ grasping a
spear, defending my rights, therefore L

i, ?% ko', Picture of a spear with a hook or crescent
on top, a crosspiece below and a sword
knot at the handle; the 62nd radical, of
characters relating to spears and wea-
pons generally. (W, 71 F.)

ﬂ mer?, Sign of plural in pronouns and other
words indicating persons. The radical is
A, called 3¢t A R or standing man when
written I at the left of a character.

HH mern’, gate, radical 169, is a picture of a two-
ﬁ leaved gate turning on pivots (hu' F being

a one-leaved door). (W.129C.) Thismay

have been taken to form the sign of the

plural because itis a door with two leaves.



