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&/ Greetings by Elizabeth Witcher
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This is the second installment of the bi-monthly newsletter. These past two weeks have been very interesting.
We were introduced to Z 1l (Junxun), which is the required three week period of exercise for students that have
just completed their freshman year of college. At first we were all skeptical of the students wearing camouflage
while performing military-like drills in the middle of campus. However, by the end of the third week become used
to the practice and have actually befriended some of them. Not only have we learned about % i)ll, but we have
also becoming more familiar with our surroundings and finding new places to eat. This is especially important
because the cafeterias on campus as well as many of the surrounding restaurants are closing very soon for
summer vacation. We are traveling further away from campus to explore dining options, thus enabling richer
interaction with native Chinese speakers. All in all we are enjoying our time in Hangzhou and time is flying by. We
have already spent a month here and only have one left to go!

IRIFEERISEE ML H / A Fun-Filled Independence Day by Benjamin Wollam

THAS, BoEskEAIH, FATEZEATE T
L LR EIE B s AT R 2 E 5 4,
52 WA XN AAN TSt DEA T

FIER LAV IR, 2 IIREIT 10

B iE AT NGB B

LI T EhiEsh o, &P IBE AR R

o EFHERGRCE R T B . B

B, RSSO AN A,
NZTAEA LU FO I SR

RPN B IRATVE A 5. AT LB,
— IR

AN TR 726 [ [ 55 B R il 5 22 e il H
DEALL @ OSU | http://deall.osu.edu | (US) +1 (614) 292-5816




BUE ik % 02 3

( ‘_) CLS i

CRITICAL LANGUAGE
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

sl E HA T E DR EME 7 EEEL AT AT, BT, R A TR PR .
e, FAETERN, AF2EEN, HEZHREGE BRIRRRNAZ ST,

On July 4, Independence Day, we visited a nearby summer camp and passed the afternoon enjoying our time
conversing and playing games with the children.

We participated in team-oriented games and activities including obstacle courses and balancing beams.
Introducing 'duck duck goose' to the kids was a lot of fun, and not only did they get the hang of it very quickly, but
they were quick to chase us down every time!

After being taught how to make dumplings, we sang 'lf you're happy and you know it clap your hands' with the
children before our unwilling departure.
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FriEEE | Fresh Experience by Connor Mangan
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One of the very best parts of living and studying in China
is the ability to go out into the city and immediately use
all the Mandarin we have learned. For me, the only way
to commit a word to memory is to use it in a real
situation, and the only way to do that is to head out into
| the community and seek new friends. In the spirit of
brevity, | won’t go into all of the reasons that having
friends who only speak Chinese is good for our language
development, so instead I'll just list a few simple steps to
getting it done. | am writing this article fairly late on a
Saturday night, and earlier this evening | had the
pleasure of making eight new friends in three different
places. | don’t flatter myself into thinking I’'m personally
quite that interesting; anybody can do it! Have
confidence!
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Leave the dorm. Anywhere that is bustling with people
affords an excellent opportunity to make new friends.
During the week, go to cafeterias and try to sit with
Chinese people, or check out the sports fields. On the
weekends, go to a local bar. | usually bring a deck of

cards and ask people if they want to play.
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Get a WeChat (not necessary but incredibly helpful). It is extremely easy to trade contact info with people using
Wechat, including using a cute little QR code (mine is shaped like a kitten) that they can scan and find your
information.
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Go to the same place to buy fruit/food/goods. Almost every cashier | have encountered (who isn’t working at a
tourist trap) is very kind, very helpful, and happy to make new friends with foreigners who they see every day. In
addition, these cashiers are often bored and would love to talk for hours at a time.
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Be fearless. | have found that the vast majority of the people | meet in China are very happy to chat, especially
when they realize that | am attempting to learn their language. Young people are also eager to hang out with
Americans, and going out with them is a ton of fun and a great way to keep practicing right through the weekends.

BEWRKHFERH4? 1 Our Favorite Aspects of the Program by Tyler Prochazka
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| enjoy getting to do activities with the language partners.
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| liked going to Shanghai because there was a lot more
freedom to go to events.

IL A% Connor M.
KERFEHEARIBZ 2P g N, £ L
WARUF Bt

| have appreciated that my language partner has given
me a lot of notes to help me study Chinese. Going to
Shanghai independently was also a lot of fun.
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My language partner and | will walk and chat at the same time. Suddenly, it will already be nighttime without us
realizing it. Every time we meet, we don't seem to be merely a teacher and a student, but rather just two friends
talking.
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My favorite aspect of the program has been going out and having fun with the language partners because we can
freely chat.
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| have liked that | can learn Chinese by observing the lives of Chinese people.

RIS E [ Patience and a Positive Attitude by Ashley Rivenbark
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If you know me well, you know that | love interacting and playing with children. In 2012, through teaching Tae
Kwon Do to children of migrant workers with a Beijing-based nongovernmental organization, | learned that this
type of simple interaction not only fosters deep cultural connections, but also is a way to more intimately
understand the local people and their community. Seeing a child laugh with delight and subsequently watching
their parents’ faces light up makes you feel incredibly welcome in any new community. However, what happens
when the child | am playing with begins to cry? Did | do something wrong? Did | come on too strong or say the
wrong words? During my first week in Hangzhou, it seemed like every time | tried to talk to play with a child, they
would begin to sob, wailing as they frantically clung to their parents. Although | did my very best to build a good
interpersonal relationship, each time the result was the same: a bawling child.

After reflecting on my initial communication struggles with the children, | came to the realization that these
frustrations were very similar to the initial stages of learning Chinese in a new environment. For instance, the first
time you hear an unfamiliar accent or a new vocabulary word that you have never learned, you are undoubtedly
flustered, or may even want to cry. But just like building any good interpersonal relationship, you must embrace
uncertain situations, not lose your patience, and maintain a positive attitude!
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F—MR TS | First Research Report by Jared Mihalik
A, AT TR H & A IS RBA IR RBIC R AT iR & 77 ZE3RAE H 5 A TR A AL
Wi, XYL HE AR R IRAT S S B B Sy, — IR T DAERATIZR IR DR 22 S iR, RIS
FATH AT DU E DR SE, BRI T AT — AR, RS A R 7 E A
A

T AR, BATGIESFE T — ADEAVBIGEA T, N5 ERVTTEN. &a, ARG RATH
WETERRR . FATHI T A FAR T AR X, KA FURIEVE, DL E A SEE TS,
SR BR 7, BADERYS T A RN AR ER . BRI, BATAMEE I 7@ ESC, AL
RIRPEIAL . MEBRAIT MR E 2EAEE!

One of the components of the CLS program that lets us put our knowledge to use outside the classroom is our
“research reports.” These reports allow us to explore a topic of our choosing by interviewing both Chinese people
and foreigners to increase our understanding of China. For our first reports, investigations ranged from exploring
the debate between traditional vs. simplified Chinese characters and the traditional Chinese practice of post-
freshman year military training. Students conducted interviews not only with other college students, but also
with taxi drivers and local shop owners. Hopefully the next reports will keep increasing our knowledge of Chinese
culture!

BHIHEE / Personal Anecdote by Chris Frederick
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Last Saturday, Mary and |, accompanied by a few language partners, visited the "Third West Lake in Hangzhou
Lotus Exhibition." In this exhibition, you can see a lot of beautiful flowers, including up to over 600 varieties of

water lilies.

The above photo is of a few Chinese people who let me take my picture with them. The new friends and language
partners in the photo below taught me to ask passers-by, "Sorry to bother you. Can you take our picture?"
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Where to eat lunch?
The cafeteria is going to close?
Garbage Street, here | come!

1. “ZJI|” (BootCamp)
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“Left, right, left! Left, right, left!”
“One, two , three, four,”
| hear the boot camp.
Even when it pours
Students have to jog
And count loudly.
“One, two, three, four!”

“Foreigner”
First time seeing me

Little children stare wide eyed, saying:
“Foreigner! Look! Wow!”
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4. uﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘] » Friends
BZs, BTk, Drinking tea, playing games,
JELE, A, Language partners and students are both happy
7€ “Friends” WNMET . At “Friends’ café.
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