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On July 18, we all went up to Seoul to watch
Music Bank for our second local excursion.
Music Bank is a weekly TV music program
where Kpop idols perform their latest song
or what is called their “comeback” song. Here
the performers are able to showcase their
dancing and singing skills in front of live
audience. Some of the songs are performed
live while some are prerecorded. However,
the prerecorded performances usually
require an elaborate set unlike the live
performances. For this episode of Music
Bank, Infinite, Girl’s Day, Eddy Kim, and
B1A4 had their comeback performances. All
the performers showed great stages, but I
personally loved Mamamoo’s performance
for their song, “Mr. Ambiguous.” At the end of
Music Bank, they announce girl group, f(X),
as the number one spot on the K-Chart,
which is calculated by combining the Digital
Music Charts (65%), Album Sales (5%),
Number of times broadcast on KBS TV only
(20%), and Viewers Choice Charts (10%). For
Behind the scenes at Music Bank many of us K-pop fans, it was amazing be
able to see the idols up close and seeing the
idols interact with their fans.
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The CLS students were exposed to a
very unique aspect of Korean
culture on Friday, July 18t. After
finishing our classes, we all took a
bus to Seoul to watch 19 different
groups perform on KBS’s “Music
Bank.” Music Bank is a South
Korean music program which
airs live every Friday, and
features a variety of artists
including pop idols, ballad
singers, hip hop artists, and
more. The show on July 18t
featured several well known
groups such as Infinite, f(x), Girl’s

Day, B1A4, Mamamoo, and many others.

We arrived at the KBS New Wing Open Hall, some of us delirious

with excitement, others with less ecstatic enthusiasm. Korean fans were lined up
with their group-themed accessories and T-shirts. There were also several other groups of

foreigners.

When we finally made it inside, Mamamoo was in the middle of their rehearsal. They quickly won
many of the audience member’s hearts with their catchy song, and with singing and dancing talent.

It was difficult to distinguish when the rehearsal ended and the “live” filming began. There is almost
nothing “live” about the program besides the fact that it airs at the same time that we sit in the
concert hall. Many of the title track performances, such as B1A4’s “Solo Day” and f(x)’s “Red Light,”
were pre-recorded in front of an audience of each group’s fanclub members, making the audience
sound ridiculously enthusiastic throughout the entire show. These pre-recorded clips were aired on

TV while we watched it on a
small screen on the side.
Korean pop music shows have
a very different definition of a
“live performance.” In the US
for example, “music shows”
usually consist of people,
famous or not, who prove their
worth by actually singing. Both
the audio and visuals recorded
during that performance are
aired together when it later
appearson TV.



In Korea on the other hand,
many musical artists prove
their artistry not only through

singing, but by being talented
in many other aspects as
well. Especially in regards to
idols, these people may be
adored by fans for their
humor, dance skills, or
looks, instead of only their
singing ability.

Their performances on
music shows, therefore,
are often seen as just

another way for fans to have
access to the people they love, not
necessarily their talent as musicians (although for

some this is an important aspect as well). The artists may sometimes
sing live, but often sing over a vocal track which is pre-recorded in the TV show
studio. (You can often guess who is singing live and who is not by looking at whether they

are using a hand held or headset microphone).

By the time we were leaving the show it seemed as though everyone had enjoyed some
aspect, whether it was waving at the artists or laughing at those of us waving at the artists.

Many of us, however, questioned as
to how the show could be
considered “live.” [ came to the
conclusion that Korean music shows
have simply redefined what “live” is.
To the fans the show caters to, “live”
is experiencing the thrill of watching
the artists perform in front of their
eyes. And whether or not you are a
K-pop fan yourself, the energy and
excitement in that concert hall was
definitely an unforgettable
experience.
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By Mark Buttweiler
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SURVEY RESULTS ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN

KOREA
By Mark Buttweiler

On the 23" of June, the students of Class 4
conducted a survey to ask about various social
phenomena in Korea. As we were only able to
survey students that had stayed after the end of
the summer semester, we can only confidently
say that the results represent this segment of
the student population.

The first question asked about students’
opinions on homosexual marriage. The
responses were quite varied; while one student
stated that they were against the legalization of
- homosexuality, another student stated that if
same-sex couples want to get married it should be allowed.

At a 95% confidence level, men were more likely to be strongly in favor of same sex marriage
while there was a strong correlation between being opposed to same sex marriage and identifying
as Christian. Surprisingly, students who identified as progressive were also less likely to agree
that homosexuals should be allowed to marry.
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By Leowil Villanueva % = ¢l

Noun: (ComrEmamrE

o] Xl o}/ A HH [eom-chin-a/eom-chin-ddal]

One of my favorite Korean words I've learned during the CLS program is & 210}/ 4212 which are

abbreviations of ¥ B} 9] o} & or YUk F 2] & which literally translate to Mom's friend's

son/daughter. Typically used to describe young people who are well-rounded and perfect,
especially in the eyes of parents of eligible singles.

Remember that one kid you were tired of your folks comparing you to because they were the model
mama's boy that got good grades, played a varsity sport, was president of a club, played a musical
instrument and attracted all the guys/girls with their good looks and charming personality?

There's an G ZloF / X for you! And the practice of comparing children, though common to

most groups of mother-friends, is particularly popular in Korea, which adds cultural relevance to this
slang of the week!

Example:

20l WL BBty AAshy, 2 Aol a. 1A Aot 4l

Joseph is smart, kind, and quite handsome! He's really an eom-chin-a!

If you have any favorite Korean slang word or phrase you'd like to share in the next (and final =[ ) newsletter,
please contact me!
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Dennis’s personal motivation
to learn Korean and his academic
interest in history are what brought
him to the CLS Program. His parents
were born in Korea right after the
Japanese took over the country.
This background may have sparked
Dennis’s natural curiosity in past
events and how they still influence
us today. Dennis has an impressive
amount of historical knowledge
and is an expert storyteller. Within
five minutes of talking with him, |
learned all about Korean,
Japanese, and even Russian history.




Let’s Play “Would You Rather...?” with
“d X=0 .77 &

DENNIS CHOI!
Ay 3z el

Hosted By: Angela Gizzi
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Would you rather...

eat only 212} or drink only soju for the
rest of your life?
e YA Eek ekt W e o 25
Hgoer

Dennis: That’s easy. 41 2+1. | hate soju!
e, AlghH, AT dojs)al

Would you rather...
live in a public bathroom or live alone

forever?
Egefol A Azl ohm A B abd el 22

Dennis: | guess | would live in a public
bathroom. Living alone is sad.
maeoA] e, B4 A Ale 38,

1T AL =

Would you rather...

own 100 pet rabbits or 2
pet snakes that occasionally
tried to kill you?

100 vl o] E71E 7Hd g &
bW 7Hy Al Fol el 1 sk
2k o] We 7HAe) e

Dennis: Well, | hate rabbits...but
| also hate snakes. So | guess the
100 pet rabbits.
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Would you rather...
always smell like

kimchi or fish?

FF AAAH WA e

ofyw A WAl Fea?

Dennis: Fish can sometimes
smell like the ocean, so fish.
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CLS students at traditional
tea ceremony
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By Brynn Andrews
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Is there are place you can go to experience the cool island breeze without leaving Gangwon
province? Of course there is! That place is Namisom. Namisom is a small, beautiful island in
Gangwon province and there’s a lot to do there. To get to the island, you can take a ferry or ride a
zipline. Once you arrive, there are a bunch of fun activities to do. There are water sports and lots of
cafes and restaurants to eat at and if you just feel like looking around, there is a lot of interesting art
and plants to see.

Namisom is especially famous for the 2002 drama “Winter Sonata,” so tourists from many
countries are also present. If you like Korean dramas, you should definitely go to Namisom. Go with
your homestay family or buddy buddy for an extra special experience. From Wonju to Namisom, it
takes about an hour and a half.
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