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The JSA Reality Check

By: Chinazo Onwukaike
Korean Translation by Leowil Villanueva
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Reality check. It is a word that is used freely in our culture. The implementation of this
phrase can range from near-death experiences to having a shirt fit poorly. But this phrase is in itself
and abstract concept. What makes reality? Who decides what is real and what is not and why?
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Walking yards away from North
Korean soldiers at the Joint Security Area
raised these questions for me. It
reminded me of the power of man. Man’s
sophisticated ability to label and
separate.
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As other parts of the world face turmoil with battle and fighting, it seemed curious that the
roughly 4 inch slab of concrete separated more than two nations. It separated two ideologies. Two
vastly differing ideologies that have cost thousands of people their lives and relationships. Of
course, North and South Korea are not alone in the struggle over ideology, but the ability to see the
divide symbolized through a line in the ground is, for lack of a better expression, eye opening.
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Reality. We learn about conflicts between different countries through textbooks and on the
news, but it was incredible to see the effects of the damage humans can make. A person could easily
throw a wad of paper over the line and yet the people peering at you from the other side seem like a
foreign species. I pride myself for my desire to learn about the world and think internationally, but I
found myself conflicted.
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Why is this the way of the world? Even the most beautiful structures such as the Pyramids and
the Coliseum were built on the backs of others. It is one thing to understand the causes and effects of

man’s battles with one another. The trip to JSA allowed me to feel the truth the stores I've heard time
and time again.
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Leaving JSA, I had a rather odd feeling. | remember feeling tense as I looked across to the
country I'd only heard about. But as we took the bus back to Seoul, I could only think that [ wish more
people could experience what we had.
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Seeing what we as humans can do to each other made me reassess what is important. Looking

in the eyes of people from a country seemingly far away reminded me of the gratitude I have for being
able to only be a spectator and not an actor in another of history’s tales of war and tension.

SAN, A7t ol A Y FA2 A 9 2 olsistA Blsynt. ez 11 FABE 252
AP Ao A el olok7| 7t E AUt T2 A AP &9 ;hE W2 ARIEAH, Iol ARE
At 23], 295t A2 E Bl TTEEA] & 5 S AU olf BAISS olsfisiobt o]
= o84 A& 4= A2 BekE T &+ A=A €A 2 AU

At the same time, it brought me closer to the reality of the world. One day, that slab of concrete
will be a complete story in a history textbook. And like all history before us, it will be an example of
the extent man will go to make divisions and create “others”. Only once we understand these

relationships can we then begin to recognize how to evade these kinds of tensions and work towards
a more rewarding and functional peace.
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On Wednesday of Week 7, we CLS students participated in an activity called the
“Korean Village,” which put our newly acquired Korean speaking skills to the test.
The 4t floor of Yonsei Plaza was transformed into a Korean town, filled with
several stores such as a hair salon, a travel agency, a bank, a clothing store, and
more. Our buddy buddies were working hard at all of these stores. At these stores
we were required to request products or services in Korean, just as we need to
learn how to do in the rest of Korea as well.



Although it wasn’t easy, the activity
was very valuable for our Korean
language learning. Many of us had
an opportunity to speak to buddy
buddies we had not yet met. Others
enjoyed acting out unique and
creative scenarios with our fellow
CLS students. Lastly and most
significantly, this activity helped us
to see how much our language
ability has grown, through our hard
work these two months while on
the CLS program.

By Cassie Agyemang
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Breakfast was the best. | really liked the food made by the cooks. | also
enjoyed the interview activity and the Korean village role-play.
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My favorite part of the CLS
program was the classes.
Everyday we learned so much
from our great teachers. I'm
going to miss our teachers
and the students from level
2.
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My favorite part of the

program has cer

tainly

been meeting so many
talented people.
Everyone here has many
talents they excel at, or
a unique hobby, be it

step dancing,

singing,

instrument playing,

and even martial arts.
But it's not only the
program participants
who are talented, the
event guests and
host family members

have been especially interesting.

One day, Sarah and | were lucky enough
to be invited to the guest dance girl
group's actual practice. After two hours
of straight up dancing we were dying,
and my body was sored for a whole 5
days after. However, these girls do such
routine and more almost every single
day. The amount of dedication they put
is inspiring. It does however, blur the
line were dedication and talent start and
merge. Nevertheless it's an important
reminder that to perfect talent
dedication can't be left unheeded. |
think everyone in the program follows
such blend instinctually; so appreciating
each other's talents is a so much more
meaningful experience.

Single girl seeking man.
However...

"If you are not TOP, these
are the characteristics you
must have in order to even
be considered.
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If you don't fulfill these
requirements, please don't
bother applying.
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When we went to the National Museum, | saw a map from the Joseon dynasty.
Although it wasn’t a cultural asset, it did catch my eye. If you look in the southeastern
corner, you will see an island called Dae-ma (Tsushima). | had heard of Dae-ma Island,
but knew it was part of modern-day Japan so | decided to do a bit more research.



It was a bit difficult to find information so | ended up looking at both the Korean and
English-language Wikipedia articles to make sure the history wasn’t biased. As the
articles were almost exactly the same, | will quickly summarize the contents.

Since early on, the population of Dae-ma Island was a mixture of people originating
from the Japanese archipelago and Korean peninsula and from the 6" century, Japan
had control of the island. However, Dae-ma Island had an important historical role for
the peoples of the Korean peninsula; during the Three Kingdoms Period, for example,
Dae-ma Island was used as a center of exchange for Korean and Japanese goods.

During the Goryeo Dynasty, Japanese pirates had control of the territory. In 1389
General Park Wi aimed to rid the islands of pirates but was unsuccessful. After ending
his rule of the Joseon Dynasty, King Tae-jung sent out fleets of ships to end the pirate
occupation in the so-called Oei Invasion, but he was rebuffed by Japanese samurai and
through the Gyehae treaty normalized trade relations.

In 1510, Japanese traders staged an uprising later called the Three-Ports Incident in
response to the Joseon Dynasty’s strict trade policies. Dae-ma Island was also used as a
naval base during the Japanese invasion of Koreain 1592, but after Japan’s failure the
island returned to its role as a trade center.

Japan has had control of Dae-ma Island since the Meiji Dynasty, but because of the
island’s role as a borderland between Japan and Korea it can be seen in old maps of
Korea. The majority of Koreans recognize Dae-ma Island as under Japanese sovereignty,
but there are still a few people (and politicians) who claim the island as Korean land.



By Brynn Andrews
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Of the islands in Korea, the most famous is Jeju-do, but there is also another beautiful and less
crowded island. Jindo is the third largest island in Korea, located in South Jeolla Province. From
Seoul, it takes about five hours to get there and you can go either by bus or by car. Whether you want
to see the sea or go hiking in the mountains, South Jeolla Province is a great destination.

Jindo is especially
famous for Jindo dogs. Jindo
dogs are similar to Japanese
Akita and are Korea’s
representative hunting dog.
They are also South Korea’s
national treasure number 53,
and so precious that they are
difficult to export out of the
country. If you would like to
learn more or personally meet
Jindo dogs, why not take a
trip to the Jindo dog museum
in Jindo?

Nearby Jindo there are
a lot of other places worth
seeing. In Haenam you can
visit the Ddangkkeut (end of

the earth) village, which is recognized as the southernmost tip of the Korean peninsula. If you are
more interested in the city than the countryside, Mokpo has been developing quite a bit lately. Jeolla
Province is famous for having the most delicious food in Korea, so no matter where you go, you will
not likely regret it.
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The book that'’s left the
deepest impression on me
lately is a book called “The
Fault in Our Stars”, by John
Green. It was originally
written in English, but has
also been translated into
Korean (Korean title:
o ©a) Wof| 9lofn),

It's a very good book, and

quite well written, so |
highly recommend it.

To explain the plot simply,
the two main characters,
who are both teens with
cancer, meet at a support
group for kids with cancer.
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They hit it off immediately, and because of a mutual interest
in a certain book, end up going to Amsterdam together to
meet the author. Over the course of the book, they end up
falling in love. This sounds very cheesy in English.

This book became enormously popular as soon as it was
published in the US, and remained popular for a long time.
It's now been adapted into a movie, which was released in
the US in June. It's also going to be released in Korea on
August 13th (my birthday)! It was originally not going to be
released in Korea, but possibly due to the popularity of the
American release, it's now going to be. The title of the
Korean movie version is “¢td 3f|o]=", different from that of

the book.

If you have time, you should definitely read/watch it!
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By Angela Gizzi

Student Highlight: Joseph Lee CLS Q_Ag
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Throughout these last 8 weeks, Joseph has acquired the
reputation of the most sought-after bachelor in the CLS Program. The CLS girls always seem to be
fighting over him. In order to settle this conflict once and for all, let’s play...

A

47} 8
with Joseph Lee!
SRR
About Joseph:
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Joseph’s dream date isn’t overcomplicated. Just a nice walk with that “lucky someone” in a scenic area
would do. Conversation wouldn’t even be required. Just the presence of this girl would be enough to
make Joseph happy. This may come as a surprise to all you girls out there, but this would actually be
Joseph’s first date ever! Who should the honor of this first date go to? Read on to find out!
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Should this relationship escalate to the next level, Joseph would want to get married with not only
one wedding, but TWO weddings! Wow, imagine getting to have the best day of your life twice!
Joseph wants to have a traditional Korean wedding in a church (start looking for hanboks, ladies!)
and also a fun, American-style wedding. This wedding would take place someplace far, far away
from Joseph’s hometown and would be a weeklong celebration!
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Some other fun facts about
Joseph...
His favorite meal would include Korean food with lots of side dishes! Meat never hurts,
seafood is great, and ramyun is very dear to Joseph’s heart.

Joseph enjoys action movies and is a huge superhero fan. He likes any movie that stretches

the imagination!
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The first thing Joseph looks for in a significant other is a kind personality and the ability to
accept the flaws of others. A sense of humor is also a plus. Lastly, she should be able to be poised in
all situations. Those are some pretty high standards, but I think our CLS bachelorettes can live up to
them!
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712 & - The Contestanty
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Bachelorette #1: Brynw Andrews!
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Dream Date: A surprise! Brynn isn’t picky as long as the company is
enjoyable.

Dream Wedding: A huge, lavish, insane, blowout wedding!

Favorite Food: Cheese and wine.

Favorite Type of Movie: Horror movies. For % 5},

Dream Significant Other: Trustworthy and honest.
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Bachelovette #2: CWAgye/mamg/!
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Dream Date: Something simple like dinner and a movie. After that, they

would talk while taking a walk.

Dream Wedding: A traditional wedding in a church with family and friends.

Favorite Food: Any food with noodles or potatoes!

Favorite Type of Movie: Cassie’s favorite movie is Think Like a Man

Dream Significant Other: A guy with a sense of humor and confidence. He also has to value family because, like
they say, “The way a man treats his mother is how he will treat you!”
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Bachelovette #3: Kathy Kim/
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Dream Date: Something fun and exciting!

Dream Wedding: A mix between traditional Korean and American.
Favorite Food: Asian Fooooood! Especially Korean!

Favorite Type of Movie: Kathy isn’t picky, as long as it’s not horror.
Dream Significant Other: A guy who is nice but adventurous. Sweet and

salty!
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CLS girls with an ROK

soldier at JSA.
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According to our 100% accurate and
accredited match-making calculations here
at “The Bachelor: CLS Edition”, Joseph’s

perfect match is...

7 A] 11!
CASSIE!!!
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Taken by Anna Yamamuro

15



SAE SIEET

He W 5%

AAdistn G5 AZA FA| 0S-Po] A E}
Qo] AgYE

2atole 4 jstiLel @ AT

Resident Director = AAAI7A:

Dear Host Families, Buddy—Buddies, Yonsei University International Education
Office Staff, Korean Instructors, Pyun Teacher and Resident Director Yoon
Teacher,
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Time has flown by so quickly and I truly can’t believe it! All of us were very grateful
when we received this prestigious scholarship. At the time we were unaware of how
much our Korean language skills and cultural understanding would improve this
summer, but after all the happy and fun experiences we have had together these two
months we are even more thankful!
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First we want to thank our kind Korean host families for opening up their homes to us
and treating us like real family!
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The buddy—buddies of Yonsei University Wonju Campus spent a lot of time with us
and became our good friends. We really enjoyed our time here because of you!

16
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Many thanks to the teachers and staff of
Yonsei University Wonju Campus

International Education Institute for
their hard work organizing our cultural
activities among other things. Without your efforts
our successes here would have been impossible!
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Our Korean language instructors worked very hard this summer enthusiastically teaching all day

long and sleeping late preparing our lessons! Now that our classes are coming to an end, you all
deserve to take a long break! Thank you!
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Thank you Pyun Teacher for teaching our friends in Level 1 and managing our program!
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Last, but not least, if not for our Resident Director Yoon Teacher, our life in Wonju would have
been more difficult! Thank you so much for being like our mom for these two months!
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Despite the difficulty of adapting to life in Korea and intensively studying Korean, thanks to
everyone’s efforts we had a truly great summer!
We will never forget it!
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And we look forward to meeting again!
A E BT AU ]l
Missing you already,
sfole)!
Fighting!
- CLS2014 { 3o} Y E 29
- From the Students of the CLS 2014 Wonju, Korea 17



RE CLS sH=AA:
To all my fellow CLS students:
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[ don’t really feel like translating this to English because it is a lot
more cheesy. So just read the Korean. The gist of it is, you are all
very special people and we had a great time together! I'm glad to
have met you and will think of you fondly!

A1)

Sincerely,

SEE

Leowil Villanueva
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